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STORIES AND PLAYS OF KNIGHTS AND YEOMEN

HUGH (gvAng Mm a sword). I give thee
this sword to guard against the attack of
the foe. It is two-edged as you see, which
giveth you to understand that always should
the knight have justice and loyalty; which
is to say,

"To guard the poor folk of the land
Against the rich man's heavy hand,
And feeble people to uphold,
'Gainst shaming by the strong and bold."

Such is the work of mercy.

SALADIN. With all that thou hast said thus
far, I can agree with my whole heart. Such
precepts gladly would I follow. Is there no
more to be done?

HUGH. Yes, Sire, but this one thing I dare
not do.

SALADIN.   And what may it be?

HUGH. JT is to give the accolade, the stroke
which maketh a man a knight.

SALADIN. And what does it betoken, this
stroke which thou hast not given me?

HUGH. Sire, it is the reminder of the knight
who brought the man to the altar and invested
him with his gear and ordained him knight.
But I will never give it to you, if I lie in prison
here forever. Though I be in prison, I will
not do foul or ugly deed. By me that stroke
shall not be laid.

SALADIN. Sir Hugh, I thank thee for what
thou hast done for me. It was well, and I
have great joy in it. Now I will call my cham-
berlains and councilors. (Claps his hands. They
enter. Six men in Moslem garb seat themselves.
Saladin seats himself at their head in great chair;
Hughy prisoner, sits at his feet.) Sit not there,
Sir Hugh, but here beside me. (Takes his hand
and seats him in chair beside him.) Sir Hugh,
and ye my chamberlains, know that this is a
man to whom I would do honor. He is a man
of valor and worth beyond any I have seen.
Therefore in the hearing of these my men I
make this promise. Let all take heed. Sir
Hugh, if any of thy people are taken in pitched
battle or fray, if thou dost come and plead
for them, they shall go their way. Thou shalt
ride through my land peacefully, thy helmet
hung on thy palfrey's neck, that no man shall
do thee hurt.

HUGH. Gramercy, sir.  This deed deserveth

good thanks, but dost thou forget that I am a
prisoner?
SALADIN. Such as thou, Sir Hugh, can never
be a prisoner long. By Mahomet, it would
not take a Christian heart to know that. Any
man of worth and spirit, even such as I have
heard your knights to be, and such as there are
many in every faith and of every tongue in
this world, would give his help that thou
shouldst not die for a paltry sum of gold.
HUGH (springing to his fed, and going to kneel
before Saladin). Then, Saladin, I come to
thee, most noble man of the Moslem faith
that ever I have seen. If such a plight as mine
must touch the heart of any man, it must touch
thine. Thou hast told me to beg my ransom.
I beg it of thee.
SALADIN. But it is not mine to gainsay.
The company of Moslem kings have sworn
that one hundred thousand besants must go
into the treasury ere thou go free, and that vow
will not be broken. I am but one of them.
HUGH. Nay, Saladin, I ask thee not to
break a vow with thy kings. I ask thee to
help me make up my ransom by giving me gold.
So didst thou tell me to ask of every worthy
man, and thou art the worthiest I have met.
SALADIN (throws back his head and laughs
merrily). By Mahomet, thou art as shrewd
as thou art brave. I am trapped in my own
words. (Brings forth bag and pours into Hugh's
cloak, which he holds up, fifty thousand besants.)
Thou shalt not fail of thy life through me. Now
I will tell thee what to do. These chamber-
lains are rich men, I know, for I have made them
so. (Laughs.) Thou and I will go to them and
beg them to help ransom thee, for I swear to
thee they too are worthy men, and thou shalt
see that it is not only among the Christians
thou dost find men of heart.
[Saladin comes down from his chair, takes
Hugh's hand, and together they go and kneel
down before each chamberlain}
SALADIN. Lords, give us wherewith to help
ransom from the council of kings this high
prince.
CHAMBERLAIN I. In faith it were a pity that
so gallant a knight should die. Gladly I give
thee ten thousand besants.
CHAMBERLAIN II (sullenly). This business
I do not understand. (Glances fearfully at Sola-